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A Look at the History of Section
by Elizabeth Selby McAlpin

A STREET SCENE In front of the D. I. Durham General Stere In Section. D, 1.
Duarham Is shown standing in the middle of the door. The building was destroyed
by fire. Courtesy of Gordon Smith. -

JACKSON COUNTY ADVERTISER, Thursday, November 17, 1977

In time, the children grew up and
married others in the settlement and
nearby selllements, and loday
descendants of this pioneer couple are
scatlered all over Jackson Counly.

A daughter, Allie Johns, married
James Allen and built a frame house
that fronts on west Main Streel today.



Children born (o this union were,
Durwood, Lucy, Pebble and Nina
Pebble Allen today lives in the home on
wes! Main Sireel buill by her parenls,
Allie Johns and James Allen, on land
homesleaded by her grandparenls.
Marion Francis and Phebe Johns The
homestead deed, which remains in the
family reads: Homeslead Certificale
No. 8649, Land Office, Hunlsville, Ala-
bama and bears lhe signalure ol
Presiden! Grover Cleveland.

A son, Durwood, marned Pearl
Carrol, and they buill a frame house
tha! fronls on wes! Main Streel wilhin a
Slone's throw of his parents home,
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Burmadell and Don
~ Nina Allen married Dee Manning and
“they loo live on wesl Main Sireel

Children born to this union were, James

C. and Wilda.

Marion Francis Johns, the progenilor

. of the Johns descendants. was a most
remarkable man, father and husband.
He was well liked by all who knew hin
and was highly esteemed in his adopted
county. | -

A daughter, Ida, married Joe
Stephens of Collinsville and lived out
her life there. Children born to this
union were, Claude A, John ¢ aml
Clevadell.

Josie Johns married Dan Langston ol
Collinsville and lived outl her life there.

Eugene Johns marned Correna
Allen. Children born to this union were
Bernice, Irene and Flora

Charles Johns married Olhe
Shankles. Children born to this union
were, Thelma, Tla Mae and Harold




Willie Johns married Katie Lasseler.
Children born Lo this union were Liles,
Malissa who married John Rob Seabolt,
Beulah, Essie Jewel and Billie Jean.

Lonnie Johns was drafled inlo the
Army during World War |, and died as
the resull of an illness.

Marvin and Beulah Campbell moved
lo Seclion in 1918 and eslablished
Section Gin and Grain Company.
Campbell purchased cotton from local
farmers and shipped it to Broadus
Colton Mill in Stevenson and Crystal
Spring Bleacher Company of Chica-
mauga, Georgia.

Campbell's first experience in opera-
ting a collon gin was in 1800 when he
drove a mule around and around to
produce power for his father's collon
gin in Langsion.

Campbell was born on Oc! 24, 1890 in

Campbell's Cove » -+ Pockel in
Jackson Co 14 . .sonof J. J.
and Nora ! «ab ol He married

Beulah 1. ard. Children born to this
union woi'e Harry and Sarah.

Harry Campbell operates Section Gin
and Grain Company, 1s aclive in local
civic affairs and is Minisler of Music at
Section Missionary Baptist Church. His
wife, Belty, works at the Securily and
Pensions office in Scoltshoro. Children
born Lo Lthis union were, Carol, Bill and
Marvin Jr.

Doclor Eugene Smith emigrated lo
the mountain from Nashville, Tenn-
essee. Records show thalt Dr. Smith
homesleaded a tract of land in 1866. He
married Celia Ann Stringer. Dr. Smith
rode his favorile horse, Blackhawk, for
some twenly years and carried



medication in his saddlebag. In 1915,
he was posimasler of Seclion, 1-
office being in his office. Children

to this union were, Gordon, Dixie and
Pelham, who was killed in a hunting
accidml in 1920 Dixie is also deceased.
Gordon and his wife, Belly Clyde
Rudder Smith, live in Section today.
ﬂley have a daughler, Ann Smith

Dr. Smilh served in the Civi] War,
and thal s nol unusual Bul what is
unusual is that he has a son, Gordon,
living in Section today Many people in
Jackson County had a grandfalther or

grealt-grandfather who served in the
Cival War, but a father is mos! unusual

Another interesting pioneer family
was that of Jacob Lorene Tale, who was
sent Lo the mountain by his physician in
search of a healthy climate in an efforl
o regain his failing health. Tale spen!
three weeks in search of a spring and a
sile Lo build a log cabin. He picked a site
near Holland Chapel Methodist Church
Not only did he regain his health, but he
lived to raise a large grou,. of boys and
girls. A daughler, Annie Tale, married
Robert Coffey and settled in Hodge

Joining pioneer settlers in Kirby
Creek was Ezekiel Stringer, teacher,
born in Tennessee. His wife, Cyntha,
born in Alabama, according Lo the 1850
census. Stringer was among the hirs!
school leachers on the mounlain
Children were, John, Daniel, Mary.
Benjamin, Joseph, Drusilla and
Thomas.
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The pioneer settlers of Kirby Creek

. gave hous;u aisings andp‘all the m$ 4
U hore r pm : o
:i;a'ﬁ a loﬁgcﬁ)m. Another early

custom the settlers had was to spread
word by mouth thal winler was
approaching and a nearby farmer’s
colton was slill in the fields. A cofllon
- picking was given and all the neighbors
showed up with pick sacks and picked
the farmer's cotlon. A delicious meal
was served at the end of the day and
everyone present had a good lime.

There were the Hamillon's, Flowers,
Kirby's, Whills and Chisenalls living in
Kirby Creek. And still the settlers
conlinued (o emigrale Lo the mountain
and lay claim to the free land given by
the government.

Kirby Creek continued to grow and
spread oul as more seltlers enlered
land. Entering land al the Land Office
in Hunisville, Alabama., were John
White, Butler and Granville Tipton,
Wiliam and John Carter, Alfred
Hamilton, Richard Wood, John Black,
Delany Chisenall, Jim Reed. George
Harris, Charley Sheltlon and Dr.
Eugene Smith. Many of these original
pioneer seltlers have descendani!s
living on Sand Mountain loday.

A direct descendan! of pioneer selller
Alfred Hamilton was the late Luther J.
Hamillon, a residen! of Section. His
wife, Elna Hamilton, lives at the old
homeplace today. Children born to this
union were, Rayford, Mayme, Belly.
Harold, Anita Joe, Gayle and Pal.

Anolher prominent pioneer settler in
Kirby Creed was John Flowers, black-
smith, born in Tennessee. His wife.
Margaret, born in Alabama. Children
born to this union were, Sarah, Frank-

lin, Caroline, Charles, Joseph, Thomas
and John.



Delany Chisenall, farmer, born n
South Carolina, his wile, Jane, born in
South Carolina. Chisenall donated the
sile for Mount Zion Missionary Baplis!
Church and Mount Zion cemetery
Children born to this union were James,
Nancy, Georgia, John, Martha and
Ann

Joining pioneer seltlers in Kirby
Creek was 1. W. Whitt, who sold
monuments and traveled in a horse-
drawn buggy. In addition to farming,
Whill also sold Singer Sewing Machines
in Jackson County. During the greal
depression, Whill sold many sewing
machines collecting only $ 50 a week in
payment. He is buried in Mount Zion
Cemetery beside his wile, Nancy.

A prominent and interesting lamily
was Circeo and Minnie Statlon, who
moved to Section from Charlston,
Tennessee, in 1911. Our subjecl and a
son, Argle, drove a wagon conlaining
the family's possessions, while the
molher and the remaining children
rode the train. The family settled in a
frame house, the property of Carl
Williams, and farmed a lract of land
along the banks of the Tennessee River.
Flood waters from the river (looded Lhe
crops in 1919, and the Statton children
went swimming in the cornfields. In
thal same year lhe [armers received
$2.50 per bushel for corn, (he besl price
they had ever received. Children born
lo this umion were, Argle, Lenard,

Dovie, Margarel, Tossie, Bessie and
Bernice |



Ernest Stallon. owner of Skeel's
General Store in Section, grew up along
the banks of the river on the south side.
and he often mel Lthe streamers (o buy
Coca Colas in the old brown bollles for a
nickle and three cakes for a nickle.
which was mighty fine ealing for a
young lad in those early vears Stallon
once 100k & Irip on a sleamer 1o
Bridgeport and ate his first yellow corn
on the cob served on the steamer by a
negro servan! named Tom Boles, which
he said was the bes! corn he ever ale
Our subject married Maltie Lee Moore,
daughter of Lee and Maggie Moore,
moved from Charlston, Tennessee lo
Section in 1923 Moore was a [armer
and lived 10 the ripe old age of ninety

Coca Colas eventually came to the
mountain in a horsedrawn  wagon
driven by Tal Thomas of Scotisboro
Mud was hub-cap deep on Seclion's
unpaved roads and o would fake
Thomas all day to make a round trip 1o
section and back to Scottsboro. Al
Himes the river was too rough o cross,
<0 Thomas spent the night in Section
The story goes that Coca Colas were
once lost in the river in crossmg. I
could very well have been Thomas, who
delivered Coca Colas, thal cool refresh-
g drink, to Section for a number of
vears

There were others living along the
banks of the Tennessee River during
this period of time, including Bill Ward,
George Keeble and John Hale. Hale
operated a small general store and sold
farm implements and other needed

items.



NTinns

There were other Stallons, brothers
to Circeo, who emigrated to the
mountain from Charlston, Tennessee,
in 1911. There was John Stalton who
settled at Dutton, where he raised a
large family and died there. At Seclion
there was Luther and his wife, Gertie,
and their children, Bruce, Blanch and
Robert.

Joining pioneer setllers in Seclion
was Allen Lacey, a fine old gentleman,
who was highly esteemed by all who
knew him. Lacey married Lily Nichols,
daughter of Hairm Nichols, another
pioneer settler of the area. Al one time
Lacey and his wife, Miss Lily, as she
was fondly called, operated the Central
swilchboard for Southern  Bell
Telephone Company. Children were
Mae, Jay, Luther, Ina, Vera and Alma

william and Josephine Necley
emigraled to the mountain from Chero-
kee, Georgia. and homesteaded 160
acres of land near Section. Their
children were Jim, Fannie, Savannah,
Mary, Lola, Mae, Canna, John, Gordon
and Roosevell.

There were others 100, who emigral-
ed lo the mountain. The stream of
seltlers was endless. One of those
families was O. H and Phebe Stanfield,
who moved lo the Mountain from Sales

Creek, Tennessee, and seitled on a pro-
ductive tract of land. The Stanfields
cultivated the soil, reared Lheir
children, and made a place for them-
selves in the town. Children born to this
union were Charlie, Amy, Ralph and
Vi!jan.

-_— .- A |k s . . .



Clarence Edward Nix emigraled to
Patterson’s Crossroads by way of
Valley Head in 1922. Patterson’s Cross-
roads, also krown as Greasy Hill, is
localed approximately two miles south
of Section, and named in honor of
Thomas Patterson. Palterson School
was an early school in the communily.
Among the teachers were, Era Ryan.
Uncle Jim Southern and Uncle Toney
Cook. Nix mel and married Malle
Palterson, daughter of Thomas and
Ada Bell Pallerson.

Thomas and Ada Bell Pallerson
founded the sparsely  settled
communily known as Greasy Hill
loday. Patlerson was instrumental in
getting Patterson School established.
Children born to this union were Ellen,
Hattie, Mattie, Ollie, Leon, Leroy,
Maydell, Leander, Eslell, and Ruthdell.
Children born by second wife, Easler,
were Troy, Willilam, John and Ada.

Joining pioneer selllers in Fyffe,
Alabama, in DeKalb County in 1800 was

James R. and Angie Willis Outlaw, who

emigraled to the mountain in an ox
wagon [rom Georgia, and homesteaded
160 acres of land. Descendants of this
early pioneer family live on t(he
mountain loday.

Children were, George, who was
killed in a slave uprising in Georgia,
Jimmy, Joseph, Waller, Aubrey,
Oregon and Laura.

Joseph Qullaw left family and fnends
in DeKalb County and traveled in a
sleer wagon (o Ft. Payne, where he
boarded a train lo Texas, 1he lrip taking
Lthree weeks. Oullaw remained in Texas
for a year, where he mel and married
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Caskey Mantley. He relurned lo
Alabama with his bride and seltlled at
Duncan's Crossroads, near the
Jackson-DeKalb Counly Line. A
daughter, Essie Outlaw, recalls thal
she picked cotlon and stnipped sugar
cane on land where Northeas! College
now slands.
#;‘un;eh‘(f)'mhlwmedhhlmu;rldl;:
. n. ocated lppl‘ﬂllilﬂl
three miles west of Section, overlooking
the broad Tennessee Valley and the
winding Tennessee River. He farmed
the land along the banks of Lhe river
and logged with oxen. As Lme passed,
Oullaw became a [lerlilizer salesman,
the fertilizer being shipped in by barge,
and Lhe skipper sounded his fog horn to
alert Outlaw thal he had a shipment of
fertilizer aboard the barge.

Mail was shipped in by barge and
delivered to Tipp Postoffice in Tipp,
Alabama, which was located on the
Jackson-Madison County line. Tipp
Postoffice was a log bulding and Lhe
posimasler was Ethram Allen, assisted
by his wife, Aunt Sallie Allen. Essie
Outlaw recalls that she walked to Tipp
Postoffice with her molher to pick up
the mail, and thal when she arnived,
she was (horoughly exhausted, so Aum

Sallie Allen (ed her biscuits and jelly 1o
build up her strength for the long
Jjourney back to ““The Blufl ~

The Outlaw family traveled to FI
Payne to purchase clothing and other
needed itemns 1n an ox wagon, and the
triptook allday, so the family spent the

11



night and returned home the following
day In time barter peddlers traveled
the circwml in one horse wagons The
family bartered chickens, eggs and
meat for needed items. The barter
peddlers disappeared from the scene
about 1912

In time Essie Outlaw, the hitle girl
who walked 1o Tipp Postoffice and ale
biscuits and jelly, grew up and married
Marvin Dawson, son of John and
Jeanette Johns Dawson, and they live
at “The Blulf” today They had one
daughter, Mary Kathern, a lovely girl
who 15 now deceased.

Joining pioneer settlers in Bethany,
also known as Shake Rag, was Wilham
and Laura Miller Martin, who came 10
Jackson County in two ox wagons from
Tennessee in 1880, Children born to this
union were Frank, who married Sarah
Cunningham: George, who married
Nellie Keel, Joe, who moved lo Texas
and died there, Doc. who married
Pruddie Smiih. Laura, who married
Wade Rowe, and Norma, who married
Jim Kunkendel|

Martin, also known as Red Oak,
because of his flaming red hair and
[lowing beard, fought on Tennessee soil

during the Civil War, and has a
monumenl erected in his memaory 1n
that state According 1o family
tradition. Martin killed many Yankces
during the Civil War, and once killed a

Union soldier for the food he carned,
iw . ah o hndis nond Al the ... A
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then sat on the body and ate the food
Another ime he was drinking water
from a stream, when he looked up to see
a Union soldier drinking water from the
other side of the stream. He hgured the
soldier was as thirsty as he was so he
waved 1o the soldier, the soldier waved
to him and they went their separate
ways. Martin was caplured In
Tennessee and managed to escape,
according to family tradition

In time Martin joined Bethany
Primitive Baptisl Church and became
an integral part of his community and
all aspects of his lifestyle changed
drastically He lived to a ripe old age
and is buried at Ganl cemclery in
Bethany.

A daughter, Laura Martin married
Wade Rowe, and they seltled in
Bethany. Nell Rowe Carter, recalls thal
her mother, Laura, baby sat with Hess
and Allie Mae Snodgrass, when their
mother, Texas, wenl on business (rips

The Rowe family eventually sold oul
in Bethany and moved to Texas, where
they loured the sall wells where salt
was mined and dripped In large
hoppers, producing salt.

In 1907, the famuly grew homesick lor
Jackson Counly, so they returned and
settled in Pisgah, where Wade Rowe
established a blacksmith shop. The
children, Nell, Mary Lou, Annie, Olhe
and Mae, attended school at Mount
Pisgah Missionary Baptist Church and
Beeson's Academy
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1950 Section Yearbook View from Tacobet.

SCOTTSRORO, ALABAMA, TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 1953

SECTION WINS EIGHTIL DISTRICT 'l'l'l‘l E

Pleaurs above ars the winness 'lne ‘inal Xame Was an 2l ihe s, shrre romwnds of|
of the flo: annunl Bghin Cls | Juzksom Cound; offulr with £co- play  Scetl crirated Astury|
tritt Jumbor gl Schol Baskess [Uan defeating Mitedonla 34 to° 2824, \l:du Crom Reads .,1 |
ball Tournumen @ whieh wos arle (35 Septlon gailned a 0.6 qunrt £130, nnd Onlm EiE $4-50 resper- |
AL HwatsTai: Hign Maxch ll and 'lr-i and wadened B to 13-1F 05, um:.- whiie LBeesdonle e m:-
14, 2690 4% 471 to right are Loy | halitime. Theyled by ¥7 1o 2) atje- Foweeyllle He 32, Gecaldine 5i- |
Bufunl, Principal, James Albert|ib: end o hc -hird and by thr (2L, and Now Eops 375
fobbine. Ulrrencs Hynum, M. t|mxr 8'G t : last period Dedd an s Amouk the tan playets Lecil
BuflL 5§ L Z:ine Dosald Moore, |11 pum wdvan: tag: bhut Aac:- | lag all-disris: hmn- were rmn.l
Billy Jce Zeed, Kelly Holt, & =.u-|dm.x ~hlttled the iead to EBiald Mooie aud 8, L Moo ofl
ford Rix 2nd C. B. Seeiriiand, lplm. I the clnsing minn el of |Eortom and Jim™y Rsder nnd |
Coaz IMaston Baneock of Macedonl. |
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1950s photo of the weatherly park view

View of the Valley before TVA

15



THEY TOOK TOP HONORS-—Thesé three girls, Marllyn Medlock, Donna Ruth Wooten, and
Mickey Pass, were honored recently by being chosen as Mlss Section High School, Miss Section
Junior High School und Miss Section Elementary School respectively,

Jackson County Farmer, 1957

End of the Section Road,
Start of the Section Ferry, .
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The ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL ca e ol
cainpus liouses the
fiest three grades,
Teachens are M,
shirley womsck, M.
2uath Gerzen, Mis [,
Vv, Outlaw, and ME,
Manel Hewlbiee,

i U TR v v ‘ N
From the Daily Sentinel Reflections books

_ . .
T. Anderson, M. Glack, ). Boossr, Jo Dew, Ko Dowai, & Lunlsp, I, Duprce, M, Farmes, . celf, J.
Graden, 5. Graden, R Hocdy, R, Hawking, 4. Jacksan, R Jones, C. Xay, % Linvt)le, L, Lowmarn, E.
Meakbes, I McKenzie, Z. MoKenzle, W, McXenzie, L, Meoce, [ Niz, Jo,, M. Pumnam, ©, Reed, D,
Resves, 1. A& Bobdins, M. L. Slace, E, Smith, W. Smich, |, Strcslazd, J. Summearford, L. Somumees
ford, J, Taliey, R. Thomas, [, Townsez, W. Townsod, j. Verhice, B. WHaIh. VEACHER; Mrs, wahsl

Hembres,
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From yearbook ads
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Dairy Queen up and Cou

RTINS bt .

DArk down
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Yearbook ads, Haynes Grocery and Rainsville Gin
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SECTION FIRE DFP\RI“PNT The Secticn Fire Department

works o save the Sectioa
Gin and Grein Company fom being  destroyed by fire .

Photos from the 1957 Jackson County Farmer

Section Methodlst Dedlcatlon

.?f

lem shows left o right, ﬂrst row, Mrs, Skelly Thomas, Fresident of the WSCS, Bishop

Bacunan Hodge, Birmingham, North Alabama Coofersace, Dr, J. S, Christan, District Sap-
Rev, Heary Lewls, Pastor Sectice Nethodist Church. T. H. Green,

m&-mdmu?uwmm Back youth ushers of the church, Bobby Sampson, Jimmy
row, us 14
Stringer, Roduey Carisc aad Carter Maves. 2
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IACKSON COUNTY SENTINEL

nDJA!WM‘m SOVITSRRO, ALARAMA, TUERIAY OCTORER 25 pos TWELVE PACES — ONE EDCTION

E DESTROYS 35 YEAR OlD SECTION SCHOOL

150 Lmzm Have ﬂrgamzetl A Wlldcah Get Stxth Wm of Season B
e Defeme and Fmergenc) Ilml - Romping Over DeKalh Co. High 59 Toﬁ

ek Tin Ve A l\l\ﬂl nm\\m-r




